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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

' Claims 1- 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is not clear that if the user related information is provided, not the user login 
information is provided, how can the user-request time be allowed to be retrieved. Further, the 
user-requested time lacks antecedent basis. Perhaps, it should read "the user-requested alarm 
time". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this.O&ce action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 

or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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3. Claims 1, 3-6, 8-19, 21-27, 29-30, 32, 34-37, and 48-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(a) as being anticipated by Dewey (US Patent No. 6,229,430). 
Claim 1: 

Dewy discloses a system for providing an adjustable alert system, comprising: 

a. Receiving user related and configuration information (102), the user related 
information including at least one of user-requested alarm time and user login 
information, the user login information, the user login information allowing the retrieval 
of the user-requested time 

b. Connecting to a content provider 1 1 8 to gather present unexpected condition 
information relevant to the user 

c. Determining an adjusted alarm time, wherein the adjusted alarm time factors in 
the user related and configure information and the unexpected condition information 

d. Providing an alarm signal when the actual time reaches the adjusted alarm time. 
See col. 3. 

Claim 3: 

The user login information in Dewey allows the retrieval of user-requested time and at 
least one of the user related information or other user configuration information based on 
historical information obtained in a previous use by a user; e.g. driving route. 

Claim 4: 

The use related information includes at least one of a user's location, destination, user's 
preferred routes and user related flight or mass transit information. 
Claim 5: 
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The user's location and user's destination are utilized to determine the routes that a user 
uses to travel from the location to the destination. 
Claim 6: 

The user configuration information includes at least one of parameters and preferences 
that specify the amount of alarm adjustment for certain unexpected conditions, e.g. time 
adjustment from normal set time in case of snowing. 

Claim 8: 

The user configuration includes at least one of parameters and preferences that control 
the amount of effect for certain unexpected conditions. Col. 4, second paragraph. 
Claim 9: 

A special alarm in Dewey is activated by the enhanced alarm clock when the adjusted 
alarm time differs from the user-requested alarm time. That is, the second alert time will be 
activated when the actual time is equal to the adjusted alarm time. 

Claim 10: 

The expected condition disclosed in Dewey relates to the traffic information, including at 
least one of accidents, average speed, congestion, construction and travel restrictions. 
Claim 11: 

The unexpected condition information in Dewey relates to weather information, 
including at least one of snow, rain, fog, sleet, hail, and high winds. 
Claim 12: 

The unexpected condition information in Dewey relates to delay or advancement of at 
least one or mass-transit arrival time and mass-transit departure time, e.g. flight schedule. 
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Claim 13: 

The alarm signal in Dewey includes at least one of an audible, visual, sensory, and 
vibration signal. 

Claims 14-19 and 21-26: 

The rejection of claims 14-20 and 21-26 recites the rejection of claims 1-13 except they 
are computer readable instructions which inherently disclosed and are performed by the system 
of Dewey. 

Claim 27: 

Dewey discloses an enhanced alarm signal generating system, comprising: 

a. An alarm signal generator 100 that receives user related and configuration 
information (102) and create an alarm signal 124, the use related information including at 
least on of user-requested alarm time and user login information, the user login 
information allowing the retrieval of the user-requested time 

b. A content provider that gather present unexpected condition information relevant 
to the user; and 

c. A communication link 110 that connects the alarm signal generator with the 
content provider, wherein user related information is^sent to the content provider via the 
communications link 1 12 to gather the unexpected condition information, an adjusted 
alarm time being determined on the basis of the user related and configuration 
information and the unexpected condition information, and an alarm signal being created 
when the actual time reaches the adjusted alarm time. 

Claim 29: 
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The rejection of claim 29 recites the rejection of claim 3. 
Claim 30: 

The unexpected condition information in Dewey (e.g. snow) is received by and the 
adjusted alarm is determined by the alarm signal generator. 
Claim 32 : 

It is inherent that the user configuration information in Dewey includes at least one of 
parameters and preferences that specify the amount of alarm adjustment for certain unexpected 
conditions, e.g., the delay time or advance time which the user chooses to have the set alarm to 
be deviated from upon the occurrence of the unexpected conditions (snow). 

Claim 34: 

The user configuration information disclosed in Dewey includes at least one of 
parameters and preference that relate control the amount of effect for certain unexpected 
conditions. 

Claim 35: 

The alarm signal in Dewey is a special alarm when the adjusted alarm time differs from 
the user-requested alarm time. 
Claim 36: 

The rejection of claim 36 recites the rejection of claim 13. 
Claim 37: 

The alarm signal generator in Dewey is one of a normal alarm clock integrated with a 
receiver and a processor, an enhanced alarm clock device, and a device that incorporates an 
enhanced alarm clock. 
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Claim 48: 



Dewey discloses an intelligent alarm signal generator, comprising: 

a. A user interface device 1 16 for inputting user related and configuration 
information, the user related information including at least one of user-requested alarm 
time and user login information, the user login information, the user login information 
allowing the retrieval of the user-requested time 

b. A communication equipment 106, 1 10 that allows communication to be 
established between the intelligent alarm signal generator and a content provide; 

c. A first logic 106 that retrieves or accepts unexpected condition information 
relevant to the user from the content provider 1 i 8 * 

d. A second logic 106 that determines an adjusted alarm time based on the user 
related and configuration information and the retrieved unexpected condition information 

e. A clock that has the actual time within processor 106 

f An alarm that creates an alarm signal when the actual alarm time reaches the 



adjusted alarm time. 



Claim 50: 



The rejection of claim 50 recites the rejection of claim 3. 



Claim Rejections - 3$ Wc § 103 




The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicii forms the basis for all 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 28, 49, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dewey (US Patent No. 6,229,430). 

Claim 2: 

The connection to the content provider is made to insure the adjusted alert time preferred 
by a user is made according the occurrence of the unexpected condition specified by the user. It 
would have obvious to one skilled in the art to connect the system to the information provider on 
a periodic basis to gather the most recent unexpected condition information and adjust the alarm 
time on a periodic basis based on the user related and configuration information and the most 
recent unexpected condition information because it would allow the alert time to be accurately 
adjusted up to date with the most recent updated information. 

Claim 28: 

The rejection of claim 28 recites the rejection of claim 2. 
Claim 49: V ; 1 ::' ; 
The rejection of claim 28 recites the rejection of claim 2. 
Claim 51: ^^v^ 

The alarm 124 in Dewey includes an audio source. Col. 4, lines 4-8. 

6. Claims 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dewey (US 
Patent No. 6,229,430) in view of Herold (US Patent No. 5,832,067). 
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Claim 52: 

Dewey discloses an intelligent alarm signal generator, comprising: 

a. First communication equipment 100 for inputting user related and configuration 
information, the user related information including at least one of user-requested alarm 
time and user login information, the user login information, the user login information 
allowing the retrieval of the user-requested time 

b. Second communication equipment 1 14 that allows communication to be 
established between the intelligent alarm signal generator and a content provider; 

c. A first logic 106 that retrieves or accepts unexpected condition information 
relevant to the user from the content provider 118. 

d. A second logic 106 that determines an adjusted alarm time based on the user 
related and configuration information and the retrieved unexpected condition information 

e. A clock that has the actual time within processor 1 66 

f. An alarm that creates an alarm signal when the actual alarm time reaches the 
adjusted alarm time. 

The alarm device in Dewey is not a calling device 'tfiaf makes a call telecommunication 
equipment when the actual time reaches the adjust alarm time; however, such concept of calling 
a telecommunication device upon the predetermined alarm condition being met is well known in 
the art as taught in Herold. In light of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled m 
the art to use a calling device to call a subscriber to provide an alert because it is conventional in 
the art. This way a subscriber can conveniently receive tlie alert without actually being at the site 
where the alarm system is located. 
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Claim 53: 

The rejection of claim 50 recites the rejection of claim 2. 
Claim 54: 

The rejection of claim 50 recites the rejection of claim 3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 38-47 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

8. Claims 7, 20, and 31 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Lieu whose telephone number is 703-308-6738. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MaxiFlex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A Hofsass can be reached on 703-305-4717. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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